
Simply put, great institutions ALWAYS have effective Student Governments.

A strong and influential Student Government is evidence of the following characteristics:

1. Your institution has a strong student affairs component.
Effective Student Governments always accompany an involved and engaged student body. At institutions with strong SGs, there are always many active clubs and organizations of all types, strong community and campus service activities, and leadership programming.
2. Your institution has no trouble recruiting campus leaders to matriculate.
When your institution has an involved and engaged student body and an effective Student Government, it is far easier for your admissions and enrollment department to recruit higher-caliber applicants. Students want to attend institutions where they can grow as leaders and get involved like they were in high school and at other institutions.
3. Your institution has very little trouble with retention issues.
An involved student body is a content student body. When students are engaged in campus activities, clubs, groups, and student government, they are far more likely to stay in school and remain matriculated at your institution. Institutions with effective Student Governments ALWAYS have high retention rates.
4. Your institution has a generous and involved alumni base.
A content and involved student body develops a love for your institution and a desire to stay connected and to “give back.” Institutions with effective Student Governments always have student leaders who are generous and involved donors as alumni.
5. Your institution easily earns reaccreditation.
The effectiveness of your student affairs component is clearly a part of reaccreditation proceedings. Therefore, it is logical to support and encourage your Student Government as a means of insuring the reaccreditation is quick and painless.
